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T would be an extreme difficult Point 
to decide, whether Men of Fortune 
© have been greater Sufferers by the Dila- 

— torineſs, Chicane, and Knavery of the 
Law, when they have been neceſſitated to 
enter into its dreary Meanders, or from the 
Cheats and Abuſes of Sharpers, when they 
have reſigned themſelves up to a vicious Habit 
of Gaming.— Horatio ſufficiently participated 
of the Evils of both. He was not above 
the Age of eighteen Vears when his Father 
died, who left his Effects, which were ver 
conſiderable, in the Hands of ſuch honef 
Guardians, that Horatio, when he came of 
Age, was obliged to apply io the Juſtice of 
Law, and the Equity of Chazcery, to recor 
ver what Was his te Rt 15 


Which, 


never- 


( 10 J # 
nevertheleſs, he could not obtain the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of, till after a tedious Suit of ten Fears 
Continuance; whereby his Fortune was ſo 
much curtailed, that ſcarce a fourth Part of 
his Father's perſonal Eſtate came into his 
Hands, altho' he was the only Son and Heir 
to his Poſſeſſions, and as fuch, during his Fa- 
ther's Life-time, he had always been Exceed- 
ingly indulged in thoſe Pleaſures to which he 
had an Inclination, of which Play was not 
the leaſt, | 8 

Horatio, on his Father's Deceaſe, found 
himſelf deprived of the Means of purſuing 
his favourite Diverſion ; for his careful Guar- 


dians immediately packed him to the Uni- 


verfity, with ſuch a pitiful Allowanee as 
would ſcarce provide him with Neceffaries. 
He had drank too deeply of the Pleafures of 
the Town to reliſh a College Life; and be- 
2 to caſt about how he ſhould manage to 
ive like a Gentleman, till that Day arrived 
which ſhould make him of Age, and free 
him from the Power of his Guardians. So, 
quitting the Univerſity privately, he haſtefis 
to Town, where he ſoon learned that there 
were Perſons enough always ready to furnith 
any Minor, that was Heir to a Fortune like 
his, with Cab, if he could bring himſelf to 

a Compliance with their exorbitant Terms. 
Horatio thought it no Time to heſitate 
upon their Articles, as he could not ſupport 
a Town Life without Money, and his oy” 
| | 1ans 


(11) 
dians Allowance was too mean, even to ſup- 
port him at the College like a Gentleman Stu- 
dent: ſo that he ſoon complied to pay an ex- 
travagant Intereſt, for the Purchaſe of his 
Pleaſures, till he ſhould arrive at Age. But, 
hen the wiſhed- for Day came that brought 


that Period about, how was he ſutprized, on 
Application to his Father's righteous Truſtees, 
to be put into Poſſeſſion of his Fortune, in 
HRuding himſelf abſolutely refuſed. 

It would be to little Purpoſe to rehearſe 
the ſeveral Evaſions they made uſe of on this 
Occaſion, in order to keep the young Gen- 
tleman's Patrimony in their 'own Hands, 
Where they alledged it was very ſecure ; and 
that by drawing it thence he would inevita- 
bly ruin himſelf, from the violent Propenſity 
he had to Gaming. Neither would they 
condeſcend to diſcharge any of thoſe Debts 
that he bad contracted in his Minority, ſo 
= he ſoon found, he had no other way to 
Suit 


1 with them but by commencing a Lau- 


This Step, to which he was compelled by 
Neceſſity, proved very expenſive; and during 
the Continuance of it, he married a Lady, 
who had little elſe beſide Beauty, Wit, and 
Agreeableneſs, to recommend her. Neither 
could he expect any other Fortune, as the 
Law had not, as yet, given him any Thing 
to furniſh out a Jointure ſuitable for a mo- 
med Wife. | ; | 
75 B 2 By 
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By this Lady he had ſeveral Children, of 
whom Melinda was the only one that lived 
any conſiderable Time. But the Coſts. of 
the Law- Suit, and his Extravagancies in 
Gaming, both before and after his coming at 
the Poſſeſſion of that Moiety of his Fortune 
which the Law left him, diſabled him from 
leaving his Daughter any more than was 
ſcarcely ſufficient to match her to a Mecha- 
nick ; tho' he had given her an Education 
ſuitable to a much higher Sphere, 

As Melinda was deſcended from a good 
Family, and had a ſufficient Share of Wit 
and Beauty, her Accompliſhments:ſoon ren- 
dered her too conſpicuous to want Admirers: 
but, as her Fortune was ſo very ſlender, they 
ſeemed to pay their Addreſſes rather through 
Hopes of obtaining a Gratification of-: their 
brutal Paſſions, than with any Deſire to her 
Advantage in the matrimonial State. But as 
her Eyes were charming, they were alſo very 
diſcerning; which ſoon made her ſee the 
Drift of her Lovers, and that notwithſtanding 
all the fine Compliinents, and hourly - Pro- 
teſtations, which were ccntinually made to 
her ; yet, unleſs ſhe would facrifice her Virtue 
to their Dcfires, there were no Hopes of her 
benefiting herſelf by her Adorers. 

Though Melinda was capable of inſpiring 
Love, yet ſhe did not appear framed to re- 
ceive any of its Impreſſions ; whether it was 


from a Coldneſs in her Nature, a rigid Vow 
0 


(13) 
of Chaſtity, or from the true Principles of 
Virtue having been infuſed into her by the 
Care of her Mother, ſhe ſtill continued deaf 
to all the Overtures and Promiſes that were 

made to ſeduce her. And although then but 
at the Age of Sixteen, ſhe had Senſe enough 
to diſtinguiſh between her own true Intereſt, 
and the ſenſual Views of her Lovers. 

She, being one Day viſiting a Lady of 
Faſhion, happened to meet with an antient 

| Gentleman, that was a Widower, called Lo- 

renzo, who had a very great Eſtate. He 
was inſtantly ſo ſmitten with her Beauty, and 
ſprightly Converſation, that he became from 
that Moment deeply enamoured with her. 
But being ſenſible that his Years would not 
permit him to waſte much Time in Court- 
ſhip; and alſo having a ſtrong Miſtruſt that 
he ſhould never be able to obtain the young 
Lady's Conſent to make him her Spouſe, 
* from the Prevalency of his own per- 
ſonal Accompliſhments, he reſolved. firſt to 
aſk her Father's Permiſſion to make his Ad- 
dreſſes to her; promiſing withal, that if he 
could prevail with Melinda to have him, that 
he would marry her without requiring any 
Fortune of him, and would alſo ſettle upon 
her as good a Jointure, in caſe ſhe ſhould 
_— him, as either of them could wiſh 
r 

Horatio, well knowing the Narrownelſs of 
his own Circumſtanccs, and — 


W eigh ing 
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weighing the great Probability of Melinda“s 
out-living the old Gentleman, liſtened very 
attentively to his Propoſals ; and was very 


well inclined to accept of one older than 


himſclf for his Son-1n-layy. He there- 
fore ſoon took an Opportunity of opening the 
Affair to his Daughter, Although Melinda 
had not fixed her Inclinations upon any of 
thoſe young and gay Sparks that were conti- 
nually accoſting her, nor had any previous 
Engagement upon her Hands, or any diſtant 
View of profiting by Matrimony ; yet the 
Inequality between Lorenzo's Years and her's 
gave her ſuch a great Averſion to this antient 
Lover, that ſhe at firſt abſolutely refuſed con- 
ſenting to her Father's Requeſt, and could 
{carcely credit that Lorenzo, notwithſtanding 
his advantageous Propoſals, was in earneſt, 
till Horatio made her thoroughly ſenfible of 
it, by informing her, that the old Man had 
married his firſt Wife for the Sake of her 
Fortune, which was very conſiderable ; and 
therefore was willing to venture the ſecond 
Time purely for Love, though Melinda 
could not think it to be any other than mers 
Dotage. A | 

To the Father's Entreaties for this young 7 
Lover, were joined the Sollicitations of all 


her Friends and Acquaintance, who aſſured 


her that if a Lady of her Youth and Spright?- 
lineſs managed Matters rightly after Wed- 


lock, that the old Gentleman's Fondneſs 
would 
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(15) | 
would foon bring him from the Wedding- 
Sheets to a Winding one ; and that the more 
ſhe careſſed him, the ſooner the ſhould find 
herſelf an opulent Widow, inſtead of the mi- 
ferable Wife that ſhe imagined herſelf going 
to be. 
| Lorenzo was indeed already paſt his grand 
Climacterick; it is therefore no Wonder that 
Melinda ſhould difreliſh him, either for a 
Lover or a Husband. But as Interefl ſeldom 
fails of having Advocates, and Money always 
122 Friends; ſo old Lorenab's Cauſe had 

many ſtrenuous Backers, joined to the in- 
Aibentible Commands of Melinda's Father, 
that, much againſt her Will, ſhe was at laſt 
prevailed on to become the old Gentleman's 
Bride: And Lorenzo had the Marriage cele- 
brated with as much Pomp and Splendor as 
poſſible, thinking 2 to endear himſelt 
the more to the * Melinda, by ſhewing 
her that he begru er no Expence, either on 
her Perſon, or pcm, Pleaſures. Though per- 
haps the Lady was much better pleaſed with 
the Feſtivity of the Celebration of their Nup- 
tiak, than with the Joys of Conſummation, 
However, ſhe treated Lorenzo with all the 
Fondneſs and Endearments that could poſſi- 
bly invigorate thoſe remaining Sparks of Fire 
that were left in his Blood; thereby fully 
convincing him, that, though young, the was 
_—_ of wy performing her Duty of 


loving 
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loving and cheriſhing him, whenever he 
was inclined to demand it. 

Old Lorenzo was entirely charmed with 
the conſtant and affectionate Careſſes of his 
young Wife, and wiſhed for nothing more 
than an Ability to return them, which his 
Years would not permit of; and Melinda, 
for her Part, comforted herſelf with an en- 
tire Reliance on her Friends Promiſes, that 
the old Gentleman would not long ſurvive 
his Nuptials, with ſuch a young and ſpright- 
ly Lady. Almoſt a Twelvemonth paſſed on, 
(a tedious Time to a Wife in her Situation) 
and yet not the leaſt View of his being nearer 
to make her happy in becoming a Widow, 
than ſhe could expect from him as a Wife. 
But, however, as he promiſed before Mar- 
riage to make her Miſtreſs of all his Fortune, 
and to maintain her in the greateſt Splendor, 
ſhe took care to remind him of it, and he 
accordingly kept his Word with her, by pur- 
chaſing the richeſt Furniture, Jewels, and 
Equipage, that could be bought for her Uſe, 
and daily preſenting her with the moſt pre- 
cious Nick-nacks and Bagatelles that could be 
procured, _ LRN N 
All theſe Favours, Kindneſſes, and mag- 
nificent Living, could not fatisfy the Heart 
of Melinda, which was continually wiſhing 
for Widowhood : But in order to paſs her 
melancholy Days (as ſhe called them) the 
better, ſhe reſolved to divert herſelf by viſit- 
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ing her Acquaintance, and making uſe of 
ſome Recreation, to extirpate the diſagrecable 
Thoughts of paſſing her Youth in the Arms 
of ſuch an old Lump of Impotency as was 
Lorenzo; whole ſuperannuated Careſſes ſhe 
abhorred in her Soul, nor would have en- 
dured them, only in hopes that they would 
contribute to haſten his End. For which 
Reaſon ſhe was continually, when at home, 
fitting on his Knee, ſtroaking his Cheek, 
kiſſing, tickling of him, and uſing all other 
Provocatives, in order to make him believe 
that he was not above thirty; and indeed, it 
would have made her Life much eaſier, if 
ſhe could have found any Motives to have 
perſuaded herſelf fo. Thus they were 
continually cooing and billing when toge- 
ther ; and ſhe would often proteſt, that he 
had not ſo much as a grey Hair in his Head; 
which ſhe might very well aſſure him of, as 
it was bald all over. 

But, as I ſaid before, this way of ſpend- 
ing her youthful Days, in endeavouring to 
excite old Lorenzo to the Performance of an 
impoſſible Taſk, grew at laſt ſo irkſome to 
her, that ſhe was reſolved no longer to lead 
a recluſe Life, but to paſs the Remainder of 
the Time, that they mutt be together, in in- 
noceat Diverſions and Gallantry. Where- 
upon ſhe acquainted her Huſband, that ſhe 
found the ſedentary Life, ſhe had ſo long 
lead within Doors, very much impaired. her 
| | 7 es Health, 


. 

Health, and would, if (he continued it, 
bring upon her, in a little Time, ſome vio- 
lent Diſcaſe; therefore begged of him to 
permit her to go a little abroad, and ſee 
Company, in order to drive off the melan- 
choly Thoughts of that black and dreadful 
Diſtemper which ſo apparently threatned her, 
and which ſhe found to increaſe upon her 
daily more and more. 

Torenzo had too much Value for his young 
Wife, to deny her fo reaſonable a Requeſt, 
as this 8 to be; eſpecially, as ſhe aſſu- 
red him, that the orcateſt Diverſion would 
be but a tedious Puniſhment out of his dear 
Company, were it not on account of her 
Health, which ſhe was obliged. to do her 
Endeavour to preſerve, purely for his Sake, 
who loved her ſo well. Which. gild- 
ing of the Pill made the old Gentleman ſwal- 
low it the eaſier. So he readily gave his Con- 
ſent to her going abroad, and viſiting, not 
only out of regard that ſuch innocent Recre- 
ation might be conducive to her Health, but 
might allo give him an Opportunity of re- 
freſhing his own ; which he found conſide- 
rably impaired of late, by his too conſtant 
Attendance at Venus's Altar, whoſe Fires he 
vainly attempted to make blaze, from that 
ſmall Spark which was left in his damp 
Match. In a Word, Lorenzo, who 
had all his Life=time, till he fell in Love 
with Melinda, been accounted a boon Com- 


panion, 
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panion, and uſed, notwithſtanding his Years, 
to diſpenſe with a Bottle or two of a Night, 
now finding a more than ordinary Decay of 
Spirits, began to think of exhilarating them, 
by aſſuming his old Practice, whilſt his La- 
dy was abroad a viſiting. 

As Melinda was reckoned to reſemble her 
Father in many Things, ſo, like him, ſhe 
had a violent Propenſity to Gaming; which 
her Viſiting afforded her frequent Oppor tu- 
nities to indulge, unknown to her old Huſ- 
band, as ſeveral Ladics, whoſe Houſes ſhe 
frequented, kept publick Nights for Play— 
at which ſhe, by degrees, became a conſtant 
Attendant. And Lorenzo, never being nig- 
gardly in his Allowance for Pin- money, fur- 
niſhed her with a ſufficient Stock to begin 
with, which le! had the good Fortune, by 
a lucky Run at firſt, to improve very much 
in a ſhort Time. | 

 Melinda's Youth, Beauty, Gaiety, and 
Sprightlinefs, could not paſs undiſtinguiſhed 
in public Company; and ſeveral Perſons of 
the firſt Rank, that frequented the Aſſem- 
blies where ſhe uſed to viſit, began to pay 
their Compliments to her, on account of 
her wonderful Charms and brilliant Conver- 
lation ; their Pretenſions being the more en- 
couraged by her having old Lorenzo for a 
Huſband. Amongit theſe was the Earl of 
— , "whole Paſſioa yok 2 and the 

= C2 Fair 
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Fair Sex is well known, Lord — , and 


a Gentleman named Marcus. 

Though Fortune favoured the young Me- 
linda at firſt ſetting out, yet, being one 
Night at my Lady B—'s, in Company with 
the famous Sharper Captain ——, whoſe 
Succels at Gaming is too well known to 
cauſe any Doubt of his manner of Play, ſhe 
happened to loſe ſuch a large Sum as was 
nearly double to all her former Winnings 3 
and not having a Sufficiency of Bills or Caſh 
about her to diſcharge the Debt, was obliged 
to promiſe him Payment the next Night, 
wen they were to meet at the ſame Lady's 
Houle, in order to play out another Party.— 
This Dilaſter plunged Melinda into the 
_ greateſt Affliction. She durſt not aſk old 
Lorenzo for ſuch a large Sum of Money at 
once, without giving him ſome. more plau- 
ſible Account of the Uſe it was deſigned for, 
than ſhe could at preſent invent. And ſhe 
had been obliged before to pledge ſeveral of 


her Jewels, to make up ſome Lofles that 
ſhe had met with, though but trifling in 
Compariſon to the laſt, which even the Re- 
mainder of her Brilliants would not fetch 


Money enough to fatisfy, _ 


The old Gentleman knew nothing of his F 
Wite's taking ſo much Delight in Play, nor | 
did be in the leaſt miſtruſt it, as ſhe ſeldom *? 


took a Card in Hand when at home ar in 
his Company, And as he uſually ſpent his 
Evening 
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Evening with ſome Battle Companions at the 
Tavern, he ſeldom came home either ſoon 
or ſober enough to be apprized of what Hours 
ſhe kept, who generally had Dexterity enough 
to quit her Company ſo as to get home before 
him; but if, at any time, it happened other- 
wife, ſhe had always ſome plauſible Excuſe 
ready at hand to make him eaſy. 

Melinda had a truſty Waiting-Maid cal- 
led Aſpatia, who being much older than 
herſelf, had ſeen more of the World, and 
conſequently was the fitteſt Perſon ſhe could 
make a Confident: of, in this intricate Affair 
of making up the Sum, that was to enable 
her to keep her Honaur the next Night with 
the Captain, — She immediately communi- 
cated the melancholy News of her Loſs to 
Ajpatia, who could not for the preſent think 
of any other Expedient, whereby to ſatisfy 
it, otherwiſe than by pledging the Remain- 


der of her Jewels, which, ſhe alledged, tho' 


they would not amount to the total Sum 
wapted, yet perhaps they might be leſs at a 
Loſs in contriving Means to obtain the reſt, 
than they ſhould be for the whole. 
This was inſtantly agreed upon, and A/þatia 
took the firſt Opportunity of carrying all her 
Lady's Jewels and Ornaments to a Perſon 
whom the, was acquainted with, that was 
accuſtomed to furniſh Ladies with Money, 
that were diſtreſſed, on ſuch Occaſions, on 
the like Sccurity, with the greateſt Secrecy, 
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But he would lend no more upon them than 
what would not pay Melinda's Debt by Forty 
Guineas 3 which ſhe was obliged to take, or 
go without though what to do for the re- 
maining Forty Pieces puzzled them as much 
as the Want of the whole Sum. 

After canvaſſing many Projects, that offer- 
ed to their Inventions on this Occaſion, and 
finding none to anſwer their Purpoſe com- 
pleatly, it ſtruck into Afpatia's Head, to 
perſuade her Miſtreſs to make trial of ſome 
of her Admirers, that had fo often made 
Proteſtations of their Devotion to her Service, 
which A/patia could not be ignorant of, as 
ſeveral of them had been tampering with her, 
in order to obtain her Aſſiſtance in forward- 
ing them in her Lady's good Graces, — In 
fine, this was the dernier Reſort of their Con- 
ſultation ; and as my Lord = was the 
Perſon whom either A/þatia was beſt ac- 
quainted with, or to whom Melinda rather 
choſe to be obligated for ſuch a Favour, he 
was the Man fixed upon to apply to. 

Afpatia did not in the leaſt want that ne- 
ceſſary Qualification of a Waiting- maid called 
Aſſurance; and having had ſeveral amorous 
Adventures herſelf, in * younger Days, ſhe 
Was not in the leaſt afraid to venture herſelf 
with any Gentleman in private now, when 
Years and Experience had taught her how to 
play her Cards with the Male Sex, fo as to 
come off no Looſer by any Rencounter. In 
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a Word —— ſhe readily undertook the Meſ- 
ſage, and waited on Lord — — at his 
Lodgings, from whom ſhe had before re- 
ceived a Piece or two for Secret-Service Mo- 
ney, to engage her Lady's Affection to him, 
with a Promiſe of a handſome Recompence, 
if ſhe could bring Matters fo to bear between 
them, that his Lordſhip might have an Op- 

rtunity of cornuting old Lorenzo. But, 
with all her Skill and Dexterity, ſhe could 
not as hitherto bring Melinda to hearken in 
the leaſt to any ſuch Propoſals ; whether it 
was owing to the virtuous Principles ſhe had 
imbibed with her Education, or from a Dread 
that the unlucky Miſcarriage of ſuch an 
Amour might for ever difcard her from her 
Huſband's Fayour, and daſh all her hopes of 
one Day becoming a rich Widow, in View 
of which only ſhe had conſented to marry. 

Neither would ſhe have come into this 


Project of her Woman's, for borrowing the 
Forty Pieces of any of her profeſſed humble 


Servants, could ſhe poſſibly have hit on any 
other Method to obtain it — but the Caſe 
was very neceſſitous, and ſhe was in hopes, 


by ſome Turn of Luck, ſome Trick upon her 


Spouſe, or good Oeconomy in her Houle- 


keeping and Expences, to be able to diſcharge 
the Obligation in a ſhort Time. 


Though Melinda was thus firm and reſa- 


Jute againſt all the undermining Attacks of 
her Maid to overthrow her Virtue, yet Ae 


fatia 


(24) 

patia had Cunning enough to keep her 
Miſtrets's invincible Purity to herſelf, and 
continued to flatter her Benefactors with 
Hopes of one Day enjoying Melinda's Fa- 
vours, and by this Means kept herſelf con- 
ſtantly in Fee with them; managing the Af. 
fair with ſo much Dexterity, that her Lady 
could not perceive her Servant to be bribed 
to the Intereſt of her Admirers; nor could 
the Lovers, who, by Aſpatia's Artifice and 
Cunning, interpreted every little Look, 
Action, or Word of Melinda's in their own 
Favour, think their Money thrown away 
upon her Woman. 

Aſjpatia no ſooner arrived at Lord —, 
in a Hackney Coach, but ſhe was introduced 
to his Lordſhip ; he being at that Time alone, 
and perhaps in Expectation of ſome Lady 
coming in that Manner to viſit him, which 
was very frequent. — The firſt Entrance of 
Afpatia put his Spirits in the higheſt Emo- 
tion of Joy, as he imagined that ſhe was 
come to bring him Tidings of this being tne 
deſtined Hour that ſhe had fo long promiſed * 
him to arrive, when he was to poſſeſs the 
charming Melinda. But, how did his | 


Countenance change, his 'Tongue falter, his 
Limbs tremble ! when ſhe apprized him of 
Melinda's ill Luck at Play having rendered 
her under the Neceflity of borrowing Forty 
Guineas of his Lordſhip, which ſhe pro- 

miſed 
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miſed to return as ſoon as ever it lay in her 
Power. 


Tho Lord — loves Play to Exceſs, yet 
ſuch is his natural and, it may be ſaid, here- 
ditary Covetouſneſs, that he grudges every 
Shilling which he expends on any other Oc- 
caſion; nor did he think the Enjoyment of 
Melinda worth forty Guineas, much leſs 
the! Honour of obliging her, for which per- 
haps he ſhould only receive Thanks. 
However, he refuſed her in as civil a Man- 
ner as he poſſibly could, defiring Aſpatia to 
aſſure her Lady, that Nothing could give 
him greater Uneaſineſs than to be almoſt 
deſtitute of Money himſelf, at the Time 
when ſhe wanted any for her Service; ſo- 
lemnly proteſting that he had been obliged 
to pay ſeveral large Bills that Morning, other- 
wiſe he ſhould have had it in his power. 
But that if it would be of any Uſe to her in 
a Month's Time, when he expected ſome 
Caſh from his Steward in the Country, then 
the might certainly depend upon command- 
ing him.————-A Month's Time his Lord- 
ſhip well knew waz an Age for a Debt of 
Honour to wait for Payment, unleſs ſome 
Equivalent was depoſited for Security. 
Nevertheleſs, Aſpatia had the Courage, or 
rather Impudence, term it which you pleaſe, 
to demand whether his Lordſhip could not 
borrow ſuch a ſmall Sum of ſome of his 
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Friends, at ſo critical a Juncture.——Alack, 
my Dear! ſays he to her, —Thoſe that I could 
have made free with are all out of Town, 
and you know a Man of my Rank muſt not 
run himſelf under Obligations to every one 
for Trifles. Aſßpatia retired back to her 
Hackney Coach, and return'd home to 


Melinda with a ſorrowful Account of her 
ill Succeſs, 


My Lord s Covetouſneſs quite diſ- 
heartened Melinda from any farther Appli- 
cation on this Score to her Admirers ; but 
tnough Aſßpatia had ſtood the Rebuff, yet 
{he was not ſo ſoon dejected as her Miſtreſs; 
and theretore propoſed that Melinda ſhould 
write a Line to the Earl of — - and 
ſhe would be the Bearer of it. This Melinda 
would by no Means conſent to, as ſhe knew 
not into whoſe Hands the Letter might chance 
to fall, either by Willfulneſs, or Neglect ; 
but agreed to ſend a verbal Meſſage to him, 
as ſhe had done before to Lord ——, if A/- 
patia would comply to carry it.——But as for 
any thing of this Nature being tranſacted un- 
der her own Hand, ſhe would by no means 
conſent to.——After much Debate upon this 
Affair, one being for the Letter, the other 
for the Meſſage, Aſpatia at laſt ſubmitted to 


her Lady's Commands, and undertook the 
Embaſſy. 


She 
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She haſtned away to the Earl of — 8 
Houle, and had the Fortune to find him at 
home and alone; which latter he ſeldom uſed 
to be, as he was a Man of much Buſineſs, 
tho' greatly addicted to Pleaſure. 


Ajpatia, who was not ſo well acquainted - 


with the Earl as with the former Peer, de- 
livered the Meſſage to him in as handſome a 
Manner as ſhe could dreſs it up; and went 
farther than her Lady's Commiſſion, by aſ- 
ſuring him, that in return for this Obliga- 
tion, he might expect all the Favours that lay 
in her power, as ſoon as an Opportunity ſhould 
ſerve —The Earl was not at all diſcontented 


or diſpleaſed with her Meſſage, but made 


Anſwer, that Melinda might command that, 
or any thing elſe of him, whenſoever ſhe 
* ; and ſhould be glad to know where 

e was to wait on her with the Money, or 


Whether ſhe would do him the honour to 


call at his Houſe in the Evening before ſhe 
went to Lady B—'s, where ſhe might 
come, it ſhe pleaſed, unknown to any one, 
and he ſhould be ready at home to obey her 
Commands. The cunning Aſpatia told the 
Earl that her Lady had too much regard for 
her Reputation to make any Appointment of 
meeting his Lordfhip, neither would the 
Watchfulneſs of her old Husband permit her 
the Liberty of doing it, had ſhe ever ſo much 
Inclination ; and as to coming zxcog. to his 
Houle, it was impracticable, as his Lordihip 
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kept ſo many Servants ; to ſome or other of 
whom ſhe muſt be expoſed, and might per- 
haps be known. Therefore ſhe defired of 
him to let her be the Bearer of the Money to 
Melinda ; and that his Lordſhip would have 
the Patience to wait till a favourable Oppor- 
tunity offered, when her Miſtreſs might pay 
him her Acknowledgments without incurring 
the Danger of any Scandal. 


Madam, replied the Earl, I ſhould be 
proud of the Honour of obliging ſuch a fine 
Lady as Melinda, but as I am not fo well 
certified as I could wiſh, of the Reality of 
your Commiſſion from her, having never be- 
fore ſeen your Perſon, to my Remembrance, 
you muſt therefore excuſe my complying 
with your Requeſt, until I receive farther 
Credentials from your Lady, that the Money 
which ſhe expects me to depoſit, is for her 
Uſe, and will be ſafely convey d to her, through 
your Hands, I am very ſorry that I can't 
ſo well rely on your Meſſage as I could wiſh 
to do, but there are fo many Tricks play'd 
with People of Faſhion now-a-days, that it 
behoves us to look well at Forty Guineas be- 
fore we part with it. 


Aſpatia return'd home to her Lady, very 
much diſconcerted at the Earl's Diſtruſt, and 
her Miſtreſs's Diſappointment. While they 
were laying their Heads together again how 
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to procure the Money, behold Marcus paſſed 
| through the Street, as they perceived from 
the Window of Melinda's Apartment, Him 
they knew to be a Man every Way fit for 
their Purpoſe, as he was rich, generous, and 
good-natured, yet loved Play, Women, and 
Wine; was intimate with old Lorenzo, and 
- ſometimes ſpent the Evening with him over 
2 Bottle, for want of better Company. It 
Was immediately agreed, that Appatia ſhould 
follow him and ſeek an Opportunity of 
opening the Affair to him. She was not long 
before ſhe overtook Marcus, juſt as he was 
* croſſing a Square, out of the reach of all 
* Hearers, where ſhe made her Addrefles to 
him, and inform'd him of her Lady's Diſtreſs. 
He received her Meſſage with his uſual Com- 
| plaiſance, but proteſted that it was entirely 
' out of his Power to aſſiſt Melinda at that In- 
ſtant, as he had the Misfortune himſelf to 
| loſe conſiderably at Play, the Night before. 
But told Apatia, that he would take a turn 
into the City in the Afternoon, and try what 
could be done to procure the Money, and 
would certainly be back again early in the 
Evening, when he did not doubt but to wait 
on Melinda with the Money, time enough 
for her to ſave her Honour with the ſharping 
Captain at Lady B——'s. And to prevent 
any Notice being taken, he would contrive to 
ſend old Lorenzo an Appointment to meet/ 
and crack a Bottle at the Tavern, where he 
ſhould 
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ſhould be ſure to fix him before the Hour o 
his Return from the City, | 


Aſpatia flew back to her Miſtreſs over- 
Joy'd with the comfortable Promiſe of the 
Money, and tho' Melinda could willingly 
have excuſed his waiting on her with it per- 
ſonally, as it certainly muſt put her to ſome 
Confuſion, and occaſion many Bluſhes, yet, 
as ſhe found it was to be had by no other 
means, ſhe reſted contented, and the more 
ſo as Marcus was well acquainted with her 
Husband, had often addreſſed her in private, 
and ſhe believed him to be too much a Man 
of Honour to betray her, on this or any other 
Occaſion. However, ſhe gave A/patia a 
ſtrict Charge to ſtay with her *till the 
Time of his Arrival, and even then not to 
ſir out of the Room till Marcus left it. 


It was Winter Time, and Six in the Even- 
ing was the appointed Hour for Marcus's Re- 
turn ; who took care, according to his Pro- 
miſe, to ſend Lorenzo an Invitation to meet 
him at the Bedford- Head, and ſpend the 
Evening. Melinda and he dined together 
about three, and the Old Gentleman being 
always punctual to ſuch Engagements, went 
to the Tavern immediately after Dinner, 
While ſhe and Aſpatia fat down to Picquet 
together, in order to paſs the Time away. 
But Six o'Clock came, and no Marcus being 

re- 
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eturn'd, they flung up the Cards, and fat 
{12:t1ng about an Hour longer, when the 
11eard a Wrap at the Door, and judged rightly 
chat it was him. 


Marcus had been obliged to dine in the 
City along with ſome of his Acquaintance, 
who were pretty free Drinkers, and being 

overjoyed at the Opportunity of obliging 
Melinda with the Money, whom he mightily 
admired, had taken a Bottle too much after 
Dinner, in order to exhilarate his Spirits 
| againſt the Hour of Rendezvous; ſo that he 


appeared very much fluſtered with Drinking. 


He immediately begg'd her Pardon for 
making her wait ſo long, but aſſured her, 
that he could not poſſibly complete the Bu- 
ſineſs ſooner; and laying the Forty Guineas, 
in a rich work'd Purſe, which he had bought 
on purpoſe, at her Feet, told her, on his 
| Knees, that his whole Fortune was at her 
Devotion, begg'd that ſhe would be no lon- 
ger cruel to one that had long endured fo 
much for her; and rifing up haſtily to take 
her in his Arms, they heard a knocking at 
the Street Door, which ſhe immediately gueſſed 
to be her Husband, and ſo it happened. 


They were then in her Woman's Apart- 
ment, which was uſt over Lorenzo's Bed- 
Chamber, and A/}at/a had ſaid there all the 


Time 
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Time, as her Miſtreſs commanded.—$9 
whipping up the Candle, ſhe begged of 
Marcus to ſtay there in the Dark, till ſhe 
could either come, or ſend Aſpatia to releaſe 
him ; who immediately followed her Miſtreſs 
down Stairs, having too much Caution to 
truſt her ſelf in a Room with a Gentleman 
in Liquor. Old Lorenzo having waited fo 
long at the Tavern, and not finding Marcus 
come, grew out of Patience; ſo, having drank 
His Bottle, and meeting with no other Com- 
pany to his Mind, was return'd home ſooner 
than he deſigned, or his Lady and Afpatia 
deſired ; and he being ſomewhat vex'd at his 
Diſappointment, reſolved to betake himſelf 
to bed. As for Melinda, ſhe took a Book 
in her Hand as though ſhe would fit down to 
reading, 
\ 
Marcus in the mean time, had laid him- 
ſelf down on a Couch that was in the Room 
above Stairs, and the Fumes of the Liquor 
he had drank ſoon laid him aſleep, when 
ſome how or other, endeavouring to turn 
himſelf, he fell down on the Floor, juſt as 
old Lorenzo was getting into Bed; and not 
immediately recollecting the Place where he 
was, fell to knocking and thundering againſt | 
the Floor, calling out for his Man Will, ima- 
gining that he had fallen out of his on Bed. 


Old 
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Old Zorenzo was pretty thick of Hearing, 
as is uſual for People of his Years to be, ſo 
that he was not appriz d of the firſt Noiſe 
made by Marcus's Fall; tho' it much alarm'd 
and excecdingly frighined Melluda, who was 
with her Woman in the Dining-Room, which 
was on the ſame Floor with her Husband's 
Bed-Chamber ; and Marcus ſtill continuing 
knocking and calling, ſhe could not imagine 
why he ſhouid make ſuch a Noiſe in ſuch an 
improper Place, unleſs he was ſubject to Fits, 
and taken in one, While ſhe was thus ter- 
rified, Marcus not as yet come to his ſober 
Senſes, wond'ring his Man Mill did not come 
to him, fell to knocking and bawling louder. 


than ever, inſomuch that his Noiſe reach'd 


old Lorenzo's dunny Ears; and it being a 
Time of much Robbing and Houſe-breaking, 
the ald Man could conjecture no otherwiſe 
from the Noiſe, but that Thieves had broke 
into the Houſe, and were knocking down 


the Things in the Room over his Head: there- 


fore he endeavoured to riſe and call for his 
Servants, and examine what the Matter was. 


Melinda hearing her Spouſe ſtirring, ran to 
him exceedingly frightened, as well ſne might, 
and clinging round his old Carcaſe, begs of 
him, for her Sake and his own, not to ex- 
poſe himſelf to Danger, for that he Villains 


which were got into the Houſe would cer- 
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tainly kill them all, if they offered to ſtir, 
Marcus till kept knocking and bawling, 
Ajpatia fat trembling in the Dining-Room, 
and the old Man ſtriving to get up and ring 
the Bell for his Servants, who were, happily, 
ſo loudly diverting themſelves at Romps with 
the Maids in the Kitchen, that they heard 
not the leaſt of the Uproar above. Melinda, 
by the Cloſeneſs of her Embraces, and Vio- 
lence of her Fears, kept old Lorenzo faſt down 
in his Bed, till growing rather too obſtrepe- 
rous, ſhe called aloud for her Maid Aſpatia, 
and bid her go ſee what the Matter was above 
Stairs. 


Afpatia, knowing too well how Things 
went to need much Inſtruction, catches u 
the Candle, which ſhe immediately let fall 
again, runs out, and ſhutting the Bedcham- 
ber Door, either from a pretended or real 
Confuſion, double locks it upon her Maſter 
and Lady, by which Addreſs neither of them 
could ſtir out; fo, getting another Candle, 
ſhe runs up Stairs to Marcus and tells him 
what Diſturbance he had made, and the 
Miſchief that was likely to come of it. The 
Amaze at ſeeing Aſpatia, and finding where 
he was, ſoon brought him ſober, and made 
him begin to think of withdrawing thence ; 
which he happily effected, before the Servants 
were alarm'd, | 


OO ipatia 
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Ajpatia had the Thought to fling open the 


Room- Window which joined to ſome adja- 
cent Leads, and conveying ſome few ſmall 
Utenſils out of the Room, ſhe called up all 
the Footmen, ran down to Melinda's Bed- 
chamber, opened the Door, acquainted her 
and Lorenzo, that there were Thieves in the 
Houſe, who had plundered the Apartment 
over-head. The whole Family was alarm'd, 
the Houſe ſearched all over, the Things 
miſſed, but no Thieves found, only the Wig- 
dow that looked out upon the Leads being 
wide open, they all wiſely conjectured, that 
the Rogues had taken that Way to make their 
Eſcape. So two of the ſtouteſt of the Foot- 
men being order'd to ſit up all Night to 
watch, the reſt of the Family went to Bed, 
and ſlept the Remainder of the Night very 
quietly, except Melinda and her Maid, who 
were too much frighten'd with the Adven- 
ture; and the former could get no reſt, from 
this Night's Accident having prevented her 
going to Lady B—'s, to pay her Debt of 
Honour to the biting Captain, However, 
ſhe went the next Evening a viſiting to a 
Lady's that lov'd Play, and where ſhe ex- 
pected to meet with him; who coming, as 
ſhe gueſſed, after havipg excuſed herſelt by a 
ſudden Diſorder, (as it really was) from not 
meeting him the Night before, ſhe paid him 
his Winnings, and fo got clear of this Ad- 

33 venture, 
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venture, which otherwiſe might have coſt her 
very dear, 


This Accident could not make Meli nda 
forſake her Habit of Gaming, which the 
ſtill continued; and by Thriftineſs and good 
Management at home, and Luck abroad, ſhe 
ſoon recovered her Loſſes; but by being un- 
wary in her Conduct, and keeping of late 
Hours, her Hutband at laſt became appriz'd 
how ſhe ſpent her Evenings. Although he 
found himſelf no Suffcrer by her Playing, 
yet, as he knew full well the dangerous Con- 
ſ{equence* that often attend that Vice, when 
young Ladies like her become addicted to it, 
ne forbid her, in the mildeſt Manner poſſible, 
to continue that odious Diverſion, as would 
thereby certainly incur his utmoſt Diſpleaſure; 
and did not fail repreſenting to her the Evils 
that often accrue from. that Diverſion, in tho 
moſt glaring Colours. 


Melinda ſeemed to liſten to his Documents, 
and as ſhe dared not contradict his Will in 
fo intereſting a Point, for Fear of coming in 
for her Thirds only, at his Deceaſe, ſhe pre- 
tended to have quite forſook her old Paſtime; 
and to make Lorenzo believe that ſhe was 
about a thorough Reformation, ſhe frequented 
the Church as much as ſhe had formerly done 


Aſſemblies ; and ſeemed as intent upon her 
Duty at home, as ſhe had been before upon 
Quadrille 
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Quadrile abroad. Though this agreeable 
change in her Life pleaſed the old Man . 
exceedingly, yet he was not to be fo eafily 
| weaned from his Bottle and Company, 
after taking to it afreſh, but ſtill kept on in 
his old Method, ſeldom returning from the 
Tavern till very late, and fully doz d with 
Wine, upon which he would go to Bed, and 
ſleep for fix or ſeven Hours without waking. 


Tho' Melinda pretended to become ſuch a 
pious Devotee, yet her Heart ſtill languiſhed 
after her forbidden Paſtime, the Temptation 
to which came ſo forcibly upon her, that ſhe 
began to deviſe ſome new Artifice to deceive 
her old Husband, In order to which, ſhe 
at firſt endeavoured to perſuade her Maid to 
get into her Place in Bed, after Lorenzo was 
allen aſleep, and lie there till ſhe ſhould re- 
turn from Play, which ſhe would be ſure to 
do before the old Man wak'd; alledging that 
ik it ſhould happen otherwiſe, and that Lo- 
ren30 ſhould wake before her Paſtime was 
ſmiſhed, that Aſpatia had nothing to do but 
to counterfeit a deep Sleep, and Lorenzo 
would not perceive the Difference; neither 
need ſhe be under any Apprehenſions of his 
meddling with her, as the old Gentleman 
ſeldom diverted himſelf that way; and ſhe 
would, if poſſible, always take care ſufficiently 
to ſlacken his Nerves, and allay his Heat 
again thoſe Nights that ſhe deſign d to ramble 

abroad 
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abroad in. Aſpatia very obediently replied 
to her Miſtreſs, that ſhe was in no Fear of 
whatever, in ſuch a Caſe, her Maſter ſhould 
attempt, as ſhe did not imagine that any thing 
could happen from the moſt vigorous of his 
Embraces. But her greateſt Dread was, that 
Melinda ſhould ſtay too long, and either 
Day-light or ſome other Accident, ſhould 
diſcover the Cheat, which would certainly be 
of very bad Conſequence to them both, Her 
Miſtreſs told her, that ſhe would take care 
for that, and always be home again before 
Lorenzo wak d. Well, Madam, fays A 
fatia, look to it that you do, or elſe you 
may chance to loſe a delicate Morſel for your 
Breakfaſt. Whatever I happen to loſe, ſays 
Melinda, I fancy you'll be no great Gainer 
by it. This Project being agreed on, was 
ſoon put in Execution, and ſucceeded very 
well for ſome time, without Lorenz's being 
appriz'd of his new Bedfellow: and as ſtolen 
Pleaſures are ſweeteſt, fo Melinda took more 
Delight than ever in the innocent Recreation 

of Gaming. 
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Lorenzo, whoſe uſual Wine was Old 
Port, had been one Evening engag'd with 
ſome Companions that delighted in rich Cham- 
pon and Burgundy, The old Gentleman 
ad play'd his Part among them pretty well, 
and whether it was owing to the Generouſ- 


neſs of the Wine he had drank, or to Melinda's 
| | Neglect 
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Neglect to keep his Spirits down, ſo it hap- 
ened, that after Afpatia had got to Bed to 

res as uſual, and he had taken a Nap of 
about two Hours, ſhe found him begin to 
awake and ſcem very reſtleſs; when turning 
himſelf about ſuddenly, he began to kiſs her 
with great Eagerneſs, and laying his Thigh 
acroſs hers, ſhe found his Hand roving very 
freely about her Body ; ſhe had no other Way 
but to lie ſtill and counterfeit Sleep, ſubmit- 
ting Herſelf quictly to the old Gentleman's 
Liberties, leſt her Voice ſhould betray that 
ſhe was not the Perſon whom he took her 
for. Though Aſpatia's Limbs might not 
be ſo ſoft and finely poliſhed as her Miſtreſs's, 
yet did not Lorenzo perceive the Difference, 
but let his Hand wander on, till at laſt it ar- 
# rived at the Summit of Venus's Mount, which 
in A/patia happened to be more ſupplied with 
moſſy Tufts and ſhady Bowers than in Me- 
E Enda: whether proceeding from a fuller Ma- 
turity of Years, or a greater Exceſs in the 
radical Moiſture of the Soil, is ſubmitted to the 
Determination of thoſe Yirtuoſos that are 
$kill'd in natural Philoſophy, 


As Lorenzo had not treſpaſſed for ſome 
time paſt upon the Border's of Love's Terri- 
tories, he imputed the Alteration in the Fer- 
tility of the Ground to the growing Ripeneſs 
of the Soil, and increaſing Warmth of the 
Climate, the freſh Air of which enlivened 
his 


6 
his vital Faculties to ſuch a Degree, that he 
paſſed on boldly to the Temple of Cytherea, 
and perform'd his Rites at Love's Altar, with 
more Alactity than was uſual with him ; 
inſomuch that itin ſome meaſure recompenced 
the ſubmiſſive Aſpatia for the many lingering 
Hours which ſhe had waited in that Place 
for her Miſtreſs, who happened to arrive juſt 
as Lorenzo was doing his utmoſt to convince 
her (as he thought) that his Years had not 
got the better of his natural Vigour. 


Melinda was always obliged, at her Return, 
to enter the Chamber as ſoftly as ſhe could, 
for fear of awaking her Husband, the Door 
being left open on thoſe Nights, for fear it 
fhould crack when ſhe enter'd : but ſhe had 
fearce ſet Foot in the Bedchamber when ſhe 
thought ſhe heard the old Gentleman very 
buſy with his Bedfellow ; ſhe ſtood ſtill a 
little to liſten, and ſoon found that it really 
was as {the imagined ; fo prudently withdrew 
herſelf foftly into the next Room, leaving 
Ajpatia to make the beſt of her old Fumbler ; 
tho' not without ſome vexation at mitling that 
Benevolence ſhe had been ſo long without. 


The old Man, thoroughly fatigued with 
the Ardour of the Conflict, ſoon fell afleep 
again, and Aſpatia was beginning to doze, 
when her Miſtreſs, knowing that all was ſa fe 


by her Husband's ſnoaring, re- entered the 
5 Chamber 
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Chamber, and Aſpatia riſing, ſhe took her 
Place at the Back of her exhauſted Bedfellow. 


Things proceeded in this Manner for ſome 
Time. But as Aſpatia and the Butler had 
kept a very intimate Correſpondence together, 
either through his Skill, or her Maſter's un- 
known Endeavours, it ſo happened, that ſhe 
grew more bulky than ſhe choſe to be. This 
her Miſtreſs ſoon perceiv'd, but as ſhe had in- 
truſted her Maid ſo far in the Affair with old 
Lorenzo, ſhe hardly durſt take the liberty to 
enquire who had occafion'd that Extenſion of 
Ajpatia's Petticoats; for her Belly, by this 
time became ſo very prominent, that it was 
judg'd not ſaſe for her any longer to ſupply 
her Miſtreſs's Place, leſt the old Man ſhould 
diſcover it, which would ruin all. Afpatia 
being a cunning Baggage, aſſured her Miſtreſs 
that what had happened was occaſioned b 
keeping her Place warm; tho' M inda could 
W haidly credit that it came purely by that 
= Means, otherwiſe ſhe might have found her- 
ſelt in the fame Coudition long' before her 
Maid: however, as Matters ſtood at pre- 
ſent, ſhe durſt not contradict it. | 


Melinda was ſo intoxicated with the Love 
of Gaming. that ſhe was reſolved to invent 
ſome new Method of dece'ving her old Hus- 
band, that ſhe might frequent her nocturnal 
Aſſemblies as uſual, without either his Suſ- 
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picion or Diſcovery. And as Aſpatia was 
too near her Time to be truſted any longer in 
Bed with him, they contrived to make a Fi- 
gure of ſtuffed Rags of Melrnda's Size and 
Stature, which they dreſſed up with a Vi- 
zard Maſk, one of her Smocks, and a Suit 
of Night-Clothes, and laid it in her Place 
every Night when Lorenzo was fallen aſleep, 
and when Melinda was returned from Play, 
it was removed up Stairs again, 

This Cheat Sk exceeding well for 
a Month or two, when one Morning about 
four o' Clock, Melinda being at her uſual 
Night Work, old Lorenzo happen'd to awake 
out of a very dreadful Dream of Ghoſts, Spec- 
tres and Devils, occaſion'd, it is very likely, 
from the Fumes of the Liquor he had drank 
the foregoing Evening, He turned towards 
his Lady in order to acquaint her with what 
a Fright he had: been in, and laid his Hand 
directly on the Face of his drefſed-up Bed- 
fellow, where finding a Noſe and Mouth, 
without any Breath or Motion, he became 
exceedingly frightened, but more ſo, when 
on puſhing, jogging and calling, it returned 
no Anſwer; ſo imagining his Wife was either 
in a Fit, or dead by his Side, he therefore 


roſe haſtily and rang the Bell for his Servants 


to bring him a Light, which being done, he 
taking the Candlb in his Hand, approach'd 
the Bed to ſatisfy himſelf whether Melinda 
was alive or dead: but no ſooner did he per- 
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ceive how unlike to her was the Figure that 
lay in her Place, than he dropt the Light 
through Fear; and having been prepoſſeſſed 
from his Infancy, with a ſtrong Opinion of 
Witches, Fiends and Hobgoblings, inſtantly 
imagined that it muſt be no other than ſome 


Devil could have made ſuch a Transformation. 


He immediately went down Stairs and rais'd 
all the Servants with his Noiſe, but being in 
the Dark, could not get them together be- 
fore Melinda, who was luckily got into the 
Houſe as Lorenzo was inſpecting the fright- 
ful Viſage of his Bedfellow, was got into” her 
Confidant's Apartment, and taking the Op- 
portunity while the old Gentleman was 
crawling down Stairs, they inſtantly remov'd 
the Figure that had caus'd ſuch an Alarm, 
and ſhe flippd into its Place; where her 
Husband, on his Return to the Chamber 
with his Servants and Lights, found her, to 


his great Surprize, when he expected to have 


met with ſome Fiend. He had ſome how 
procur'd an old Sword below Stairs, with 
which he would have inſtantly diſpatch'd his 
Wife, had not his Attendants prevented it, 
who were as much ſurpriz'd at their Maſter's 


Madneſs, as he was with the ſurprizing Meta- 


morphoſis of his Partner, What! cried he, thou 
Sorcereſs! thou Witch! thou Fiend! thou infer- 
nal Succubus! have I detected thee at laſt? Melin- 


da, ſurpriz d at his Language, was juſt going to 


reply in her on Juſtification, but he being 
| F 2 too 
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too much in a Paſſion to hear a Word of Rea. 
ſon, went on raving like a a Bedlamite. 
Thou Witch, cried he, be gone inſtantly to 
thy helhſh nocturnal Sacrilices, and quit my 
Bed from this Moment for ever! If theſe 
Hands be mine, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf 
to his Servants, it was not ſhe that laid in 
this Place juſt now, but the grand Devil him- 
ſelf, or one of his Imps, was foined in her 
room. I think certainly I am able to diſtin- 
guiſh Fleſh when 1 fecl it. Be gone, thou 
Hag, I conjure thee, or thou inſtantly dyeſt. 
Say ing this, he quitted the Room in à violent 
Rage: And Melinda fearing to truſt too far 
to the Effects of his Madneſs and Paſſion, ſoon 
ſlipt on her Clothes and quitted the Houle, 

She immediately retreated tv a Lady's 
Houſe who was her Friend, to whom ſhe 
diſcovered the whole Secret of the Tranſ- 
formation, and endeavour'd thro' her Means, 
who was nearly related to Lorenzo, to get 
the old Gentleman to pardon her Tranſ- 
greſſion, with a ſtrict Promiſe of conjugal 
Obedience to his Commangs for the future. 
But notwithſtanding all the Endeavours of 
Melinda and her Friend, old Lorenzo was 
fully perſuaded that his Wife had Dealings 
with the Devil, would not be beat out of 
his Notion, but obſtinately perſiſted in an 
implacable Averſion to bedding any more 
with her, or ſuffering her to come under his 
Roof, whom he look d upon as a mate ex- 


pert 


(45) 


pert Sorcereſs than Mother Shipton is reported 
to have been: So that M linda was forced 
= to live retired for ſome Time, upon the ſmall 
Income that he was pleaſcd to allow her for 
Sub'1ſtence, This Mistortune affording her 
Leiſure to reflect on 2nd curſe the immode- 
rate Love of Gaming, which had thus plung'd 
her into ſo much Anxiety and Trouble in her 
yourhful Days 
She continued to lead this diſconſolate Life, 
worſe to her than Widowhood, above two 
Years ; during which, ſhe conceived an in- 
vincible Hatred to her Huſband for this 
Ulage to her, ſcorning the Imputation of a 
Wirch upon any other Account than her 
Beauty. As for Afpatia, the yet continued 
with her Miſtreſs, and partook Share of her 
cloudy Days as well as ſhe had done thoſe of 
her Sunthine ; and was delivered of a jolly 
Boy, toon after this unfortunate Diſcovery of 
her Lady's Gaming had driven them both 
out of Doors from old Lorenzo's, ſo that they 
were pretty hard ſet to maintain the Voungſter 
out of their ſmall Allowance ; however, Me- 
linda had him taken care of at her Expence, 
as Aſpatia always vouch'd that he had not 
come into the World had ſhe not been fo 
dutiful to her Commands as to take her place 
in Bed with the old Gentleman. 

As Lorenzo encreaſed in Vears, ſo his Con- 
ſtitution grew daily more impair'd; and his 
Servants finding him too infirm to inſpect into 
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Family Affairs, vex'd him ſo much by their 
continual Impoſitions and Knavery, that he 
began to wiſh he had not been fo raſh in his 


Anger as to part from his Wife; and even to 


wiſh for her home again to keep his Houſe in 
Order, that he might grunt in his Arm'd- 
Chair, under the Afflictions of his Body, 
without thoſe Troubles of Mind, which their 
outrageous Miſmanagement caus'd him to 
undergo. . But though he made many Over- 
tures to Melinda for a Reconciliation with 
ber, yet the Violence of her Hatred towards 
him would not allow her to kearken to any 
Terms, neither could ſhe entertain any 
Thoughts of returning again to the wither'd 
Arms of threeſcore and ten. 

It was in vain that the Lady, her Friend, 
whom ſhe liv'd with, endeavour'd to perſuade 
her to relinquiſh her Antipathy, and recon- 
cile her Obedience to her Intereſt, as ſhe had 
brought old Lorenzo to ſuch a good Incli- B 
nation, by clearing up the Myſtery of her | 
Transformation to him, that was defirous of 
again admitting Melinda to her old Place, 
upon a hearty Promiſe of a thorough Re- ? 
formation on her Side, from the Folly of 
Gaming. But whatever might be the real 
Occaſion of ſuch a ſtrong Diſtaſte in her, 
ſhe abſolutely refus'd coming to any Agron: i 
ment with her old Hunks. | 

Thus Time paſs'd on, and this obdurate 
Reluctance of Melinda to any Reconciliation, 
OCca- 
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occaſion'd as much Grief to old Lorenzo as 
his former Raſhneſs had given to her; fo 
he had recourſe to his laſt Remedy on this 
Occaſion, which was, to take to his Bed and 
pretend violent Sickneſs; and to make the 
Mattet ſooner credited, he caus'd it every 
Day to be given out that he grew worſe and 
worſe ; this News ſoon reach'd the Ears of 
Melinda,, who hearing how ill he was, and 
judging from his great Years, that there was 
little or no hopes of his Recovery, ſubmitted 
to the Advice of her Friend, and agreed to 

y her Huſband a farewell Viſit, as ſhe 
judg'd it would be the laſt time of her ever 
ſeeing him alive. So together they went, 
and at the Entrance into his Houſe perceiv'd 
nothing but Sorrow and Dejection in every 
Countenance ; they were immediately, on their 
Arrival, conducted to the Door of the ſick 
Gentleman's Chamber, where ſome of the 
Servants with a gloomy Silence, and others 
with Sobs and Groans, expreſt their Grief 
for the near Departure of their old Maſter. 

But how was Melinda ſurpriſed, when on 
entering the Room, ſhe perceived a moſt 
ſumptuous Banquet prepared, at which. were 
preſent ſeveral of her Huſband's Friends and 
Acquaintance, the old Man being ſeated in an 
Elbow- Chair at the Head of them? He di- 
realy got up, as well as he was able, and 
embraced her with all the Eagerneſs he was 
capable of, begging in the moſt moving 
Terms, 
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Terms, that ſhe would forgive his former 
Behaviour, for which he expreſs'd the greateſt 
Sorrow, and agree tc be reconciled with him. 
All the Company join'd their Sollicitations to 
his Entreaties, and Melinda not being pre- 
pared for ſo ſtrong and unexpected an Attack, 
could not make fo ſtubborn a Reſiſtance as 
ſhe would otherwiſe have done, had ſhe not 
been taken fo diladvantageouſly. 

The Company being willing to give her 
Time to recover her Surprize, perceiving that 
ſhe was not thoroughly inclined to yield to 
their Periuaſions, begg'd of her to fit down to 
Table, as there was Cauſe to hope for the 
bringing of her to Reaſon after Dinner, tho' 
ſhe would not immediately comply with their 
Requeſt for a thorough Reconcilation ; Over- 
come by their unanimous Entreaties, ſhe and 
the Lady her Friend took their Places; and 
the Bottle paſſing pretty freely after Dinner, 
Matters were ſo well adjuſted, that Melinda 
conſented to go to Bed again to her Huſband, 
who received her with the greateſt Satisfaction 
en his Part, tho perhaps the Pleaſure ſhe 
found in this Renewal of their Friendſhip was 
not ſo exquiſite as ſhe might expect. 

Fortune ſeem'd now to be intent upon re- 
compencing Melinda for the melancholy 
Hours ſhe had formerly paſs'd in her Separa- 
tion from her Huſband, or rather from the 
Participation of his Riches ; for whether the 
old Gentleman exerted himſelf too ra 

or 
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for his Years, on the Renewal of the Hymc- 
nial Joys, or whether it was occaſion'd by a 
Decay of Nature, yet ſo it happen'd, and 
no doubt much to her Satisfaction, that ſhe 
found herſelf in the long wiſh'd-for State of 
Widowhood, ſoon after her Reconciliation 
to her Huſband, who to convince her of 
his Love and Affection, and of his tho- 
rough Oblivion of all paſt Faults, left her 
in the Poſſeſſion of a much better Fortune 
than ſhe had Reaſon to expect from an old 
Man whom ſhe had been ſo careleſs to oblige 
during her cohabiting with him. . 

Melinda had not been long a Widow be- 
fore the Eclat of her Youth, Beauty and 
Fortune drew together many Suitors ; and 
amongſt the reſt that made Addreſs to her 
was Sparkiſh, a handſome, gay young Fel- 
low, born in the Kingdom of 1reland, but 
of no great Family or Eſtate, except a ſmall 
Commiſſion that he had in the Army. He, 
however, had received a liberal Education, 
though he miſapplied it in his deteſtable Prac- 
tices ; and was above all endued with a moſt 
deſtructive inveigling tongue, which had 
more than once been fatally employed, tothe 
Ruin of many a Female. With this torcible 
Battery he plied Melinda fo ſtrongly that ſhe 
toon began to capitulate, and agreed to ſur- 
render to him upon the honourable Condi- 
tions of Matrimony, This was all that 
Sparkiſh wanted, nay he could even have 
diſpenſed with the Ceremony, if there had 
1 been 
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been any other Mans of obtaining her Poſ- 
ſeihens, the Enjoyment of which he more 
coveted than that of her Perſon, having been 
a Liber ine from his Infancy, and had much 
1pruvcd himſelf in thoſe Principles ſince his 
Enirance into the Army. 

They had not been married above half a 
Year, before he was obliged to go to Flan- 
ders, She was ſo fond of him that ſhe would 
fain have accompanied him, even into the 
Bed of Honour; but he would not permit it, 
al edging all the Dangers and Fatigues that 
auended the making of a Campaign as in- 
vincible Reaſons for her remaining at home 
in Safety; tho" this Tenderneſs of his did 
not proceed ſo much from a Regard to her 
Eaſe, as to his own vicious Pleaſures, to which 
he imagined her Preſence would be a very 
gieat Obſtruction. His Appetite for Variety 
made hun loath her Embraces, and he had 
conſiderably ſunk her Fortune before he 
left her, by paying ſome extravagant Debts 
which he had contracted before he was mar- 
ried to her; ſo that tho' he took his Leave in 
the moit complaiſant and tender Manner, 
yet he deſign'd never to ſee her more. 

When Sparkiſh arrived at the Army in 
Flanders, he lived agreeable to his Inclina- 
tion; that is to ſay, in the moſt diſſolute 
and debauch' d Manner: but happening to be 
wounded at the Battle of Tournay, he quitted 
the Camp and retired to an adjoining Town, 
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where he changed his Name and took upon 


him that of Bellair, and immed ately c .uted 


Letters to be wrote to Melinda, and his 
Friends in England, containing a certain Ac- 
count of his being kil'ed in the Action; which 
fictitious Piece of News had like to have 
killed her in Reality; however her Youth, 
and the Goodneſs of her Conſtitution, got the 
better of this imaginary Mi-fortune. 

He ſtill continued in the Netherlands, where 


he married about a Twelvemon:h after, a 


young Woman of good Family and Fortune, 
that had fallen paſſionately in love with him. 
With this ſecond Lady he lived about fix 
Months, in the moſt protuſe Manner ; when 
finding that her Fortune was not ſufficient to 
ſupport his Extravagancy, he bethought him- 
ſelt of making a Retreat from her allo. In 
order to which, he pretended he would go 
to the Hague to get a Colonel's Commiſſion 
in one of the new raiſed Regiments in the 
Dutch Service; to which ſhe was obliged to 
give her Conſent, tho' not without the greateſt 
Reluctance. But he, i ſtead of going to 
Holland, embarked immediately for England, 
where he continued to pais, by the Name of 
Bellair, for a Foreigner. | 
He had not been long here before he got 
acquainted with one Rrghtly, a Gentleman 
who had for ſome time been making his Ad- 
dreſſes to Prect/ia, an elderly Lady worth 


: much Money, and moſt rigidly deyoted to 
G 


2 that 
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that modern Se, called Methodiſts, - but of 
ſuch an obdurate Heart to Love or Marriage, 
that Rightly could make nothing of her ; and 
being now grown intimate with Bel/azr, and 
deſpairing of any Succeſs with his hard- 
hearted Saint, he diſcovered the whole of his 
Amour to his wild and inconſtant Acquain- 
tance, 

B-Ilair underſtanding that the pious Lady 
was well endowed with Riches, unmediately 
propoſes to eh that, out of Revenge for 
uſing his Friend ſo ill, he himſelf would un- 
dertake to wed her, tho' ſhe were old; and 
that in return, he would aſſiſt him in obtain- 
ing a beautiful young Widow not exceeding 
Twenty-two Years of Age, whoſe Huſband 
was killed at the Battle of Tournay. Rightly 
hearken'd to his Propofal very attentively, as 
the religious Lady's ill Reception of him 
had occufioned his relinquiſhing all farther 
Thoughts of overcoming her Obſtinacy ; but 
aſſured his Friend Bellair, that as the Lady 
was fo bigotted to Whitefield's Doctrine, he 
very much deſpaired of his having any Suc- 
ceſs with her; however, if he had Courage 
enough to make the Trial, he aſſured him 
that he would be no Obſtacle to his gaining 
her ; and demanded of him how he would 
make good the Advantage which he was to 
expect in return from the young Widow, 
whom he had promiſed to help him to; Oh 
well enough replied Bellair, I have no more 

to 
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to do than to deliver this Ring, which ſhall 
ſerve you for your Paſſport- It was her 
Huſband's Signet, who gave it to me a few 
Hours before he expired of his Wounds, 
Upon ſaying this, he pluck' d the Ring from 
off his Finger, and delivered it to Rightly, 
bidding him make the beſt Uſe of it to his 
own Advantage, and directed him where this 
young and beautiful Widow lodg'd ; he gave 
him Aſſurances alſo that ſhe was worth Mo- 
ney. —Rightly took the Ring, fully re- 


ſolved to proceed upon this new Adventure, 


as Bellair was to try his Succeſs with the bi- 
 gotted Lady Preci/ia., Impatient with the 
Hopes of obtaining a Wiſe with ſuch a good 
Fortune as he underſtood Preciſia to be, 
Bellair did not heſitate the leaſt on her Age, 
as he hoped that the Depth of her Years would 
free him from her the ſooner, but ſoon got 
Intelligence to what Congregation of Metho- 
diſts ſhe reſorted, and ſtraightway took a de- 
vout Opportunity of repairing thither to wor- 
ſhip his golden VR gg ++ he could not 
poſſibly miſtake, as his Friend Ryghtly had 
deicribed her fo well to him, and had alſo told 
bim the Scat which ſhe conſtantly fat in when 
at her Devotion. HBellair had not long placed 
himſelf in the adjoining Seat, with his Face 
oppotite to her Place, but the Lady came in. 
During the Time of Service he behav'd 
himſelf as dexterouſly as though he had been 


many Years one of Hhitfield's F _—_ 
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he figh'd as ſhe ſigh'd, hum'd where he 
ought to hum, and hook his Head in as right 
Time as the moſt diſciplin'd Methodiſt pre- 
ſen'!, and could have wept upon Occaſion had 
the Preacher's Diſcourſe been powerful enough 
to have melted any of the Congregation. 
She took no farther notice of him at the firſt 
Meeting, than regarding him as a very pious 
Stranger; which occaſioned her inquiring 
amongſt all her Acquaintance if they knew 
any thing of him, but all anſwered in the 
Negative. Bellair continued his Practice of 
Piciy for about a Fortnight longer, without 
perceiving that ſhe took any particular No- 
tice of his Zeal, till at laſt he found ſhe re- 
marked his Motions to ſuch a Degree, that he 
began to fancy all her Devotion was directed 
to him. 

A As they were one Day coming out of the 
Place, the pious Lady chanc'd to ſtumble, 
and Bellair, who like the Devil, was con- 


ſtantly at her Elbow, happily ſaved her from 


a falling g; this afforded him an Opportunity of 
making her a Compliment, which ſhe re- 
ceived exceeding kindly, He, with all the 
Gravity imeginable, expreſs'd his Senſe of 


her Civility, and, with a low Bow, was for 


taking leave of her; but ſhe, not deſigning to 
part with him ſo ſoon, told him, that it he 
had not a Coach of his own, hers ſhould 
carry him to his Lodgings; and he well 
oni it to be contrary to his Intereſt to 2 
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faſe ſuch a Kind Favour from the old Lady, 
was too polite not to accept of it, which he 
readily did, upon Condition that he might 
firſt wait on her home in it. This being 
agreed on they roll'd away to her Door, 


where Bellair was again going to take his 
leave with the utmoſt Reſpect, but ſhe very 
engagingly invited him to take Share of her 
Dinner, if he was not provided with a better; 
to which he replied, that were he engaged to 
any thing, excepting his immediate Duty to 
Heaven, he would forſake it, for once, to 
be happy in the Enjoyment of her excellent 
and pious Converſation. 

At Dinner they eat pretty heartily and 
talk'd but little; but the Repaſt being over, 
they thunder'd it off in a Repetition of what 
they had heard from the good Man in the 
Morning. This continued for ſome time, 
but at laſt they fell upon other Matters, and 
the Reſult of their Diſcourſe was, that they 
could not be happy without the Pleaſure of 
each other's obliging and innocent Conver- 
ſation, which they mutually promiſed to give 
themſelves as often as poſſible, At Nine in 
the Evening they pa'ted, ſhe poſi-fſed witha 
moſt pernicious Pailion tor his Perſon and 
ſeeming Piety, and te with a myſt mex- 
preſſible Vencration for her Money. 

The next Evening he met his good Friend 
Rightly, to whom he related his Succe!s, de- 
manding what News from his beautiful Wi- 

| dow ? 
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dw? Alas! replies the other, ſhe is very ſor- 
rowful for the Account that I brought ber; 
{g Nat I have not had the Courage or Confi- 
dence to propoſe any ſuch Matter to her as 
yet. She is admirably beautiful! and, na 
Doubt, ſincerely virtuous! You love her 
then, replied Bellair. Can you blame me, 
faid R:ightly, for having a Value for her Ex- 
cellencies? Bellair having an Engagement on 
bis Hands, they parted for the preſent, he 
being not a little chagrin'd to hear his Friend 
extol the young Widow's Perfections ſo much. 
But the next Viſit to his pious Miſtrefs ſoon 
baniſh'd Diſpleaſure, and he plied the old 
Lady fo warmly, that in about three Weeks 
after, they were married, 
Preciſia at firſt imagined that ſhe had got 
a Saint of a Husband, and one of the moſt 
tractable in the Univerſe ; but he was not fo 
much blinded in her, having made himſelf 
before acquainted with all her Frailties, which 
Knowledge he improved to his Advantage, 
for he careſſed her continually, never drank 
but in her Company, and conſtantly went 
with her to hear the precious Man ; which 
Manner of Behaviour continuing for about 
two Months, ſo won her Heart, that ſhe 
could not conceal a Shilling of her Money 
from him. | 
Rightly, in the mean while underwent far 
greater Difficulties in his Suit to Melinda; 
her Grief for the ſuppoſed Lols of her beloved 
Huſband, 
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Huſband ſeemd more and mote unfürs 


mountable; but his Love being as invincible, 
their Nuptials alſo were celebrated, tho with⸗ 


out the Knowledge of Bellair, who had 
avoided ſeeing Rightly ever ſince he had 
zained his own Ends of the devout Preciſia, 
Lining that he might chance to meet his own 
Melinda with him ſome time or othet, and 
therefore he propos'd to his Spouſe Precifid 
to retire about fifty Miles from London, in 
order, as he made her believe, to live the 
more frugal upon her Fortune, and-ayoid the 
extraordinary Expences of a Town L 

This the old Lady readily embraced, ag 
ſhe imagined that in the Solitude of the 
Country ſhe ſhould have the more of his en- 
gaging Company, But it happened unluckily, 
that in a Day or two after they had fixed upon 
{ this Reſolution of reticing into the Country, 
I Rightly and the unfortunate Melinda, then 
his Bride, came to pay the old Lady a Viſit; 
not knowing but ſhe was ſtill ſingle ; not a8 
be intended it out of Kindneſs, but only td 
| ſhew how bravely he had broken her Chain. 
As they were coming up the Stairs, Bellair 
chanc'd to hear his Friend's Voice, and im- 
mediately conjecturing how Matters were, 
he prudently flipt into his Bed-Chambetr, 
leaving his new Bargain to receive and en- 
tertain the Gueſts, which ſhe did for ſotmne 
time; but at length growing impatient at his 
not making his e began 4 
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call him to welcome his Friends, but he ma- 
king no Anſwer, ſhe ran into the Bed Cham 
ber and aſk'd him why he would not come 
and ſce his old Friend R:ghtly and his Lady? 
No, Madam, anſwered he, Mr. R:ghrly is 
your old Friend, and for that Reaſon 1 will 
not ſee him; ſo pray go and excuſe me in the 
beſt Manner you can. Alaſs, my Dear, ſays 
ſhe, you bave not the leaſt Cauſe to be jealous; 
but 1 ſhall endeavour to make an Apology 
for you. Which ſhe did pretty handſomely, 
by telling them he was very ill with ſome 
thing that lay heavy at his Stomach. Hows- 
ever, his Mind, at their Departure, being 
diſcharged of the Fear it lay under, he told 
her the next Morning, that he would take 
a Ride as far as Twickenham for the Benefit 
of the Air; but whether he went that Way, 
or not, is unknown to this Day, as he has 
never been ſeen in England after that time, 
by her, or any of his Acquaintance that 
knew him by any of his Names; neither 
could the old Gentlewoman ever learn any 
Tidings of the pretty Jarge Sum of Money 
that he convey'd away with him. He had 
the Aſſurance to leave a Letter directed for 
Rigbtly, which was brought to him by a 
Porter, the Day after Bellair's Departure, 
wherein he diſcovered himiclf to him, in, 
hopes, as tis thought, to make him forſake 
the innocent Melinda, but Rightly had fo 
much Reſpect to her Quiet and his own, * 
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he burnt it; as he could impute his Project 
of ſetting him on to marry Melinda, to be 
done with no other Intent than to preyent her 
ſuing-him for Bigamy. . 
Neither did Rightly ever diſturb the Re- 

poſe of Melinda about Bellair, dll he was 
thoroughly certified, by an Officer of Di- 
ſtinction in the Army, that he fell in the 
laſt Battle we h:d with the French, at a Vil- 
lage called Val; having really purchaſed a 
Commiſſion in the Dutch Service, with Part 
of the old Lady's Money that he had taken 
with him out of England. And when Me- 
linda was made acquainted with theſe his no- 
torious Tranſactions, ſhe took his Loſs with 
ſo little Regret that ſhe and her Huſband now 
live in the greateſt Harmony and F elicity 
that can poſſibly attend the Marriage State. 
But the old doating Preciſia ſoon came to her 
End, after the double Loſs of her Money 
and Bedfellow. Rs 
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